From Pope Leo’s Homily in St Peter’s at the Close of the Holy Year on the Epiphany

The Holy Door of this Basilica, which today is the last to be closed, has seen a stream of
innumerable men and women, pilgrims of hope, journeying toward the new
Jerusalem, the city whose doors are always open (cf. Rev 21:25). Who were these men
and women, and what motivated them? .... Millions of them crossed the threshold of
the Church. What did they find? What was in their hearts, their questions, their
feelings? Yes, the Magi still exist today. They are the people who sense the need to go
out and search, accepting the risks associated with their journey, especially in a
troubled world like ours that may be unpleasant and dangerous in many ways.

The ancients referred to homo viator, and indeed all of our lives are a journey. The
Gospel challenges the Church not to be afraid of this phenomenon, but to appreciate
it, and orient it toward God who sustains us. He is a God who can unsettle us because
he does not remain firmly in our hands like the idols of silver and gold; instead, he is
alive and life-giving, like the Baby whom Mary cradled in her arms and whom the wise
men adored....

Let us ask ourselves: is there life in our Church? Is there space for something new to be
born? Do we love and proclaim a God who sets us on a journey?...How important it is
that those who pass through the doors of the Church perceive therein that the
Messiah has just been born, that a community gathers in which hope springs forth, and
that a story of life is unfolding! Thus... it is wonderful to become pilgrims of hope. It is
wonderful for us to continue to be pilgrims together!

Preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism: If you have a child for Baptism, under 5
years old please email us for an application form. A copy of one of the Catholic
parents’ baptism certificate will be required. Baptisms can only take place on
Saturdays at 11am.

Prayer workshop: Thursday 15 January at 2pm at Nazareth House Prayer Centre. All
welcome.

Holy Trinity Cine Club: for children in Year 7 to Year 9, and Year 10 to 12 on a Friday
evening once a month. Quality ‘surprise’ movie followed by discussion and pizza. All
are welcome, suggested donation of £5 towards running  costs.
Contact cineclubbg@gmail.com. See poster in the church porch.

Please pray for the sick especially: Cornelius Murphy, Denis Carroll, Mary O’Shea,
Gesa Cosby, Christopher Freeman, Gloria Mantilla, Dermot Molloy, Kathleen O’Shea,
Seamus Malone, Martin and Shirley Foster, Rosane da Graca Wilhelms, Michael
Ruggins, Caitlin Brown, Francis Jordan, Phil Unwin and Graig Scanlan. We commend to
God those who died recently: Anne Conlon, Catherine Roberts and those with
anniversaries around this time: Raymond Gibbs and Paddy and George Gibney.

Funeral of Catherine Roberts: Wed 28" January at 11.30am. May she rest in peace.
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The Baptism of the Lord
11" January 26

Today’s Readings p.231-235
Is 42:1-4,6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17

Office Hours: Mon-Friday 10am-1pm and 2pm-4pm

Times of Mass and Devotions for Week beginning 11" January 2026

Saturday 9.30 am Mass
Epiphany feria 6.00 pm First Mass of Sunday followed by Confessions
Sunday 11" January 8.30 am Mass

Baptism of the Lord 10.00 am Family Mass
11.30 am Solemn Mass followed by Confessions

6.30 pm Mass

End of the Christmas Season
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Monday 6.00 pm Mass followed by Adoration and Benediction
feria (Wk1, Y 2)

Tuesday 6.00 pm Mass followed by Rosary

feria

Wednesday 6.00 pm Mass

feria

Thursday 9.00 am Mass followed by Rosary

feria

Friday 9.00 am Mass followed by Divine Mercy Prayers

feria

Saturday 9.30 am Mass

St Anthony of Egypt 6.00 pm First Mass of Sunday followed by Confessions

Sunday 18" January 8.30 am Mass

2nd Sunday of the Year 10.00 am Family Mass
11.30 am Solemn Mass followed by Confessions
6.30 pm Mass

Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord as part of the Epiphany mystery. Christ’s
glory is revealed when he is baptised, declared to be God’s beloved Son, and anointed
by the Holy Spirit, just as it was when the Magi followed the light of the star and
reached the Christ Child whom they worshipped and recognised as the Son of God by
their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh

Today’s Bible Readings

In the First Reading God shows us the messianic Servant of the Lord, in whom he
delights, and whom has anointed with his Spirit to bring justice to the nations, sight to
the blind, and freedom to those imprisoned and in darkness.

In the Second Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St Peter explains that the word
God sent to Israel is good news of peace through Jesus Christ, beginning from when
John was baptising and Jesus was anointed with the Spirit, to do good and to heal
those oppressed by the Spirit.

In the Gospel, Jesus, now 30 years old, comes from Galilee to John the Baptist at the
River Jordan, requesting baptism. AS he comes up out of the water, the heavens are
opened to him, the Spirit comes to rest on him, and God’s voice is heard to say, ‘This is
my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.’

Today to mark the Feast of the Lord’s Baptism in the River Jordan, the penitential act
at Mass will take the form of the blessing and sprinkling of holy water.

Today is the last day of the Christmas Season

The Crib remains in the Church until Candlemas, 2" February. Crib offerings go to
support the work of the Catholic Children’s Society in our Diocese of Westminster, and
are the main annual source of the Society’s income.

The Holy Year of Jubilee with its theme Pilgrims of Hope, concluded. In Rome on
Epiphany as Pope Leo closed the Holy Door of St Peter’s Basilica.

Next Weekend is White Flower Sunday, when there will be a collection after the
Masses in support of the work of the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children.

Looking Ahead:

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18™ -25'" January. This year’s theme is ‘One Body,
one Spirit.’

The Sunday of the Word of God is on 25 January. The Blessing of our Parish Readers
will take place at all Masses on that day. If you interested in the possibility of training
to become one of our Readers at Sunday Mass, do please let the parish office know.

Music at 11.30 am Solemn Mass Today: Cererols, J - Missa 4or vocum 2us tonus
Motet: Handl - Ab Oriente venerunt Magi

Music at 10.00 am Family Mass: There is now a button on the parish website, which
allows parishioners to listen to and practice the Sunday hymns ahead of time.

Road Closure this Weekend 10™ -11* January The large office building at our near
neighbours 43 Brook Green has been undergoing redevelopment for well over a year.
The large crane overshadowing it is being dismantled this weekend. This means that a
short stretch of the road Brook Green is closed to traffic between Windsor Way and
Hammersmith Road. The road Brook Green is still fully accessible, but only from the
Shepherds Bush Road end. A map showing the resultant traffic diversions in the area is
on the church noticeboard and on our website: holytrinityw6.org

Nuns in Disguise, Lying in Court & a huge smuggling operation....

‘The Nunnery at Hammersmith’ Thursday 12t February at 7pm at Sacred Heart High
School. Come and hear a fascinating talk about the history of 212 Hammersmith Road.
Tickets at £12 include refreshments and an exhibition afterwards: Go to the events tab
at www.sacredheartconnect.com , email Alex: comms@sacredh.lbhf.sch.uk or call her
on 020 8748 7600 x 219. See poster in the porch.
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